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FREE Full and Part Time
Places
Spread the word to friends and family, we have
FREE Full and Part Time Places* available for
2, 3 and 4 year olds.
Register now to secure a place for your child as
spaces fill up fast!
You can pick up a registration form from the
front office or call 0121 675 3065 for more
information
*(Subject to criteria and availability)

Shenley Fields Daycare and Nursery School Have
Achieved the Prestigious UNICEF UK Gold Award

We are delighted to announce that Shenley Fields Daycare and Nursery school have been
awarded Gold by UNICEF UK’s Rights Respecting School programme. There are only four
nurseries in the UK that have received Gold.
UNICEF is the world’s leading organisation working for children and their rights. This award is
granted to schools that show commitment to promoting and realising children’s rights and
encouraging adults, children and young people to respect the rights of others in school. The
Award recognises achievement in putting the United Nations Convention on the Rights of the
Child at the heart of a school’s planning, policies and practice. A Rights Respecting School is a
community where children’s rights are learned, taught, practised, respected, protected and
promoted. Gold is the highest accolade given by UNICEF UK and shows a deep and thorough
commitment to children’s rights at all levels of school life.

Emergency Contact Numbers
Please ensure that we have your current mobile phone number and those of the emergency
contacts you have identified. This is especially important at this current time as our text message
service is one of the ways we inform you of changes in school.
Shenley Fields Daycare and Nursery School
Woodcock Lane, Northfield, Birmingham, United Kingdom B31 1BU
T: (0121) 675 3065 E: enquiry@shnlyfld.bham.sch.uk W: www.shenleyfields.sch.life
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Road Safety
We remain very concerned about the number of cars coming up and
down the slip road to drop off/collect children from nursery. Cars are
often travelling at speed and park where it makes it impossible to see
children who are crossing the road. Once again, we ask that you park on
the surrounding roads and then walk the short distance to nursery. It is
our shared responsibility to keep all of the children safe.
Parent Questionnaires
We really value all of you feedback. Your feedback supports us to
continually develop and improve all aspects of our provision for children
and their families. Please complete your questionnaire and add any
comments you wish to make. We will evaluate all of the feedback we
receive and share the findings and forward planning from this with you.
World Book Day
The children really enjoyed World Book Day. They were very excited to
see so many dressing up costumes. This was evident in the smiles they
gave each other and in the animated discussions that took place about
their favourite books and characters. We had a day full of story-based
activities for them to enjoy. Here are some of their comments about
World Book Day, their costumes and the stories they enjoy:
“I have books at home. I have thousands. I have lots of books. I saw a
Gruffalo in my bedroom and it ate me. I heard a big roar and I thought it
was the Gruffalo but it was really my daddy. He was playing a game with
me.”
“My costume is the Gruffalo. The Gruffalo wasn’t to eat the mouse and
he has got spikes all over his back. There is a fox and a snake in the
story.”
“It is dress up time today. I am the dinosaur out of Dinosaur Roar. It is
my favourite story and I like Room on the Broom and the Chocolate
Monster.”
“It’s about stories. Some people haven’t got stories. I’ve got a princess
book.”
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“It’s about books that you read. If children haven’t got books you can
give your old books to them.”
“Mummy reads the wolf story”
Easter Holiday Club
The last day of term for all children is Thursday 1st April.
Holiday club will run from Monday 12th – Friday 16th April. If you wish to
book a place for your child, please complete a holiday booking form at
reception.
All provisions open for the summer term on Tuesday 20th April.

Sunshine (0-2’s)
The children have been very interested in investigating the marks they
have made in the sand. The builders tray of sand has been placed on
the floor so that all of the children can explore it with their hands, fingers
and toes. Some children have really loved the sensory aspect of feeling
and touching the sand whilst others are more curious about the marks
and prints they have made using their hands, feet, tools and even
dinosaur footprints.
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Many of the children have been interested in posting items. This
supports their understanding of object permanence; if I can’t see it, is it
still there? This type of activity also supports the development of fine
motor skills and hand eye coordination. To encourage this interest, we
offered the children a selection of boxes with various sized holes cut out
of them. The children had a wide variety of objects such as pom poms,
pine cones, pasta shapes and corks to select and post through the holes
and then retrieve.

There have been lots of birds visiting our garden which is a great source
of interest to the children. Children in Raindrops and Sunbeams have
been making bird feeders and the children in Sunshine have joined in
too to keep attracting birds into the garden. They squashed bird seed
and vegetable suet together which is great for developing fine motor
skills. The bird food was then placed in the tree for the birds to eat which
the children were delighted by.
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Foam and coloured sand have offered both sensory and mark making
opportunities for the children to enjoy. They were delighted with the
marks they made and curious about the sound the sand made as it
scraped across the tray. Babies and toddlers learn and begin to make
sense of the world through mark making. It is the beginning of a child’s
journey towards writing and is an important step in a child’s development
of handwriting, creativity and coordination skills.

Raindrops (2-3’s)
When the children returned from the Christmas break, there was lots of
discussion about the food they liked and disliked. This included recalling
‘making pink cakes and salt dough’ during cooking activities before the
holiday. The children talked about kneading the salt dough and how it
felt as they squashed and moulded it. From this discussion, it was
decided that they would make bread next to further develop their fine
motor skills as they knead and shape the dough. There are also more
stages in bread making than for salt dough so this provided the
opportunity for children to engage in a more complex process and to
observe the changes taking place as the dough was made, left to rise
and then cooked. The children are now able to recall the key ingredients
required to make bread.
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As we celebrated Chinese New Year, the children enjoyed making stir fry
using a variety of vegetables, noodles and spices. They enjoyed eating it
and tried really hard to manipulate and use chopsticks which was tricky.

The children have really enjoyed singing number songs and rhymes.
Song sacks have been introduced with props to support children’s
counting. Some children have begun to use their fingers to represent
numbers.

Children have been really interested in the exploration of a wide range of
collage materials. Some children have begun to describe the texture of
the materials. They are keen to cut the materials themselves. Adults
working with the children have modelled the safe use of scissors and the
children are now attempting to manipulate the scissors to cut and make
snips.
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The children have also really enjoyed the opportunity to mark make on a
large scale on the white board. This has enabled them to use gross
motor movements from their shoulders and arms which is a key element
of developing pre-writing skills. Some children have begun to talk about
the marks they are making and have described them as ‘round’, ‘big’,
‘small’ and ‘up’.

Outdoors, the ice and snow have been a source of delight to the
children. They were fascinated by the ice that appeared in a builders tray
overnight. They enjoyed touching the ice and used a variety of
techniques to try and break it. They used words such as ‘slippy’, ‘cold’
and ‘freezing’. As the ice began to melt, they used pipettes to suck up
small quantities of water and were amazed to discover that when you
squeezed the top the water dripped back out.
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The snow provided the opportunity to have great fun and many happy
hours were spent making snowmen, snow castles and just playing with
and exploring this natural resource.

Sunbeams (3-4’s)
In the studio, children have been looking closely at a range of fruits
including pineapple, passion fruit, pomegranate, coconut, avocado and
water melon. Their observations and sensory exploration of the fruit has
prompted the use of descriptive language such as ‘hard’, ‘soft’, ‘prickly’,
‘bumpy’ and ‘hairy’. Many children have then moved on to observational
drawings of the fruits having first discussed properties such as shape,
colour and size.
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Children have also been introduced to clay. They have been learning
how to roll and manipulate the clay. Clay tools have been offered too
which they have been experimenting with. The children have been
discussing where they think clay comes from and its properties. As
children have become more ambitious in their ideas of what they could
make with the clay, provocation in the form of pictures have been
provided which some children have taken ideas from.

We have been focussing on different types of storytelling. Children have
been telling stories in Helicopter Story sessions. Helicopter stories let
children dictate their own stories which are written down verbatim by the
practitioner. The practitioner also says the words aloud as they are
writing. The group of children then gather around a taped-out stage and
the stories are acted out. The children have really enjoyed
communicating their stories and using their imagination to bring them to
life.
https://youtu.be/7mwFIK1-zgk (here is a link if you would like to find out
more about Helicopter Stories)
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Here is one of the children’s helicopter stories:
A Helicopter Story by L
Once upon a time there was a
fish.
The fish could swim but not
walk.
He was sad.
Then the witch came and found
the fish.
She said ‘you can have legs’.
The witch used her wand and
gave the fish legs.

The children have been learning about sources of information available
to them. We have looked at a range of reference/non-fiction books linked
to their current interests. We have also introduced asking Google
questions. It has been fascinating to hear the things that they are
puzzled by or curious about. Some examples of questions asked are:

“Where do eggs come from?”
“What does the time ten to two look like?”
“Where can I get a lollipop?”
“Where is my house?”
“Will it snow tomorrow?”
“What is the weather like in Florida?”
“What is the tallest tree?”

Outdoors, planting has begun again, with children and adults to deciding
together what to grow. Children have suggested carrots, peas and
tomatoes. They have been using their maths skills to compare size of
seeds and bulbs. Children have been making reference to temperature
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and how the snow/cold might kill the new plants. Problem solving
discussions have taken place to avoid this. Children have concluded that
bringing them inside or putting them in the shed would be the best idea.
We have also introduced a literacy focus to our planting. We have
recreated the story of The Very Hungry Caterpillar. Instead of the food
items traditionally found in the story, we have included the fruits and
vegetables that are currently planted in the garden.

The children have been concerned about the birds in the garden and
how they will find food such as worms when the ground is so hard.
Together, we researched what else birds can eat. We used the
information we found out to make a variety of bird feeders and food.
Children have been delighted when birds have come into the garden and
eaten the food. Children and adults have worked together to create look
out stations from which to observe the birds without scaring them away.
We have started to record which breeds of birds are visiting us. Children
have been using binoculars, images of birds and pencils to record those
they have seen. They are really hoping to see an eagle so watch this
space!
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This has been such a strong interest for the children that we have taken
part in the RSPB Bird Watch 2021. Many children are familiar with the
most common visitors to our garden and are excited if they spot a less
common bird.

As in Raindrops, the children were delighted with the recent heavy
snowfall. They even linked this to their interest in birds and bird watching
and made a snow igloo with snow castle turrets to watch the birds from.
Before they came in for lunch, they sprinkled seeds on the top to see if
the birds came whilst it was quiet to eat the seeds. They watched for a
long time but no birds came to the igloo. They concluded that the snow
was too cold for them to stand on so they had gone somewhere else for
lunch.
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